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Jesus’ Birthday Party with the Yost family
From our home to yours – Happy Jesus’ Birthday! Come in, it is so good to be with
you!
You approach the house in warm sun or during graceful snowfall, surrounded by tall
pine trees and many colorful birds at the bird feeders. You enter in the midst of wonderful
aromas of apple, cinnamon, pumpkin, pine, the crackling of the wood burning in the living
room fireplace, and Christmas music. The celebration starts with warm welcomes and
many hugs and as we rejoice in this day the Lord has made.
As people connect, catch up with hugs, news, and the food is served buffet style,
you and others reflect and remember last year’s get-together. You ponder what you
personally dedicated to the Lord last year on the “My Gift to Jesus” forms (how God has
moved in my life) and how you saw and felt His presence through the year. During the meal, you have a
chance to move around and catch up with other guests and family or enjoy personal quiet, prayer and gratitude
time as you prepare to fill out this year’s “My Gift to Jesus” forms.
We don’t have Santa displayed, though we do have a few reindeer around
that fit the country atmosphere of woods and fields around our home. Instead of
stockings by the fireplace, we have three bags—one for each branch of the
family—filled with goodies and small gifts, replacing the stockings: Gold, Myrrh
and Frankincense.
Every year, a new tree ornament is put on the tree, signifying God’s
presence and purpose in the story of man. Then, you and the others eagerly
search the Christmas tree to find an ornament to remove and share how that
ornament represents a personal application for you—a “God sighting”, an
“Almighty coincidence” or answered prayer—expected or unexpected. You take the scripture reference that is
related to your chosen ornament and points to the fulfillment of the Law & Prophets: Jesus, the Messiah (see
“God’s Story on the Tree” following). You share your personal insights, application, and scriptures in turn and
then replace the ornaments on the tree.
You join the group as we hold hands and stand in a circle to give thanks to the Lord in prayer: We are
alive and here. Thank You, Lord, for getting us through the trials and hardships of life—financial, physical,
health, relational, work, and in every aspect of life. Thank You, Father in Heaven, for the rest and the joy in this
journey of life and for the love and support of brothers and sisters in Christ along the way. Thank You, Father,
most of all, for Your gift of life and sacrifice in Your Son, our Lord Jesus, the Messiah. You raise your heart and
voice as we all sing “Come On, Ring Those Bells” (by Evie) with Jesus’ birthday cake and lit candles. As we
enjoy our cake and open presents, we pass the individual, “My Gift to Jesus” forms to each person. Then, if
you desire, you and the others, in turn, can share how God has worked in your life and what dreams, needs,
hopes you are giving Him and watching for in your life this year. The evening ends with games, eating, resting,
visiting, walking (if the weather is nice), the crackling fire in the fireplace (if it’s cool outside), joyful activities,
and more hugs as desired.
My prayer for you is that you will look for and see God in the good times and the bad times and whether
He feels close or far, that you practice falling back, out of control, into your Creator’s almighty, ever-lasting
arms and trust Him to get you through—beyond your own understanding, strength, and expectations.
God bless and keep you and yours now, through the New Year and until our Lord’s soon return. Over
distance and time, we are precious brothers and sisters in the family of our Creator, the Lord Jesus, and He
will always love us (emotionally and in action) personally and uniquely and He will never leave us or forsake
us.
Questions? Please contact me at http://4x4Healing.com and if I can help in a more personal way, you can
easily make a phone or in-person appointment on the website.
HAPPY JESUS’ BIRTHDAY and Blessed, joy-filled New Year!
Bonnie Yost
www.4x4Healing.com
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My Gift to Jesus
This certificate is a gift for Jesus Christ on His birthday, in thanks for coming to Earth, to show all people how
to live, and to pay my debt of disobedience in His death on the cross. I thank You, Lord, for what You have done
in my life this year: _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Through next year, I ask for Your guidance, protection, and provision and give to You the following:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
I know that I cannot do these things by myself; I constantly need Your help. Please help me to keep this promise
according to Your Word, strength, will, way, and time. I ask You to strengthen my faith and help me choose
Your way of escape from sin and disobedience. I choose to honor You in all that I think, do, and say.
Given in love by _________________________________________ on December 25, _________.
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God’s Story on the Tree
Each year we search out a special new ornament that focuses on an aspect of God’s plan for man and
His activity throughout history. Find each of these reminders on the Christmas tree as family members read the
scriptures and share personal application, special insights and feelings.
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Tree: Jesus hung on a tree to give up His life for us that we might have
Life with Him (Acts 5:30-31; Matt. 20:28). The tree is evergreen, reminding us of the everlasting life He
provides through His gift of sacrifice for us. (Rom. 6:23; Matt. 19:29)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Star: Pointing out the Christ child to all who were seeking or willing to
see, the star led people from the local area (shepherds) and from many miles away (Magi) to the Savior. Do
we still seek Him today in our own lives, in every situation? (Matt. 2:9-10)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Nativity: Jesus, God the Creator, humbled Himself to become human and
live in the pain and dirt of Earth. He died an excruciating death on the cross (Phil. 2:6-11), the perfect
Lamb of God, able to pay the debt for all men. He offers His gift of sacrifice and life so that we who accept
His gift in trust and obedience will not suffer eternal pain but instead will know God intimately and live with
Him eternally. (Ps. 49:7 & 15; Luke 23:43; Hosea 13:14; Titus 2:14)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Gifts: Given in worship and love by the Magi, and from us to our Lord
Jesus on His birthday! Though we give them to each other, we must remember that all good and perfect gifts
come from above (James 1:17) and we must always give glory and thanks to God in Christ, especially for
the most important gift in this life – His Son, our Savior. . (Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4-5; Isaiah 7:14; 1 Timothy
2:5-6)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Gold: The Magi from far off countries, who may have been taught the
scriptures from the time of Daniel, came at great effort and expense to offer costly gifts and heart-felt
worship to the baby Messiah (Matt. 2:1-6; 9-11). Gold is a very valuable gift and reminds us of the King’s
crown, power and position. (Matt. 2:2; Luke 23:38; Rev. 19:16)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Frankincense: The Magi, possibly educated in the prophesies of scripture
in the time of Daniel, offered worship and costly gifts to the baby Messiah. (Matt. 2:1-6; 9-11).
Frankincense (meaning “to cause to smoke”) was very precious, came from distant lands and was used for
holy worship to God (Lev. 16:12-13; Jer. 1:16)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Myrrh: Myrrh was an expensive and prized perfume, used for anointing
kings and in purification ceremonies (Ex. 30:23; Esther 2:12). Knowing scripture, the Magi recognized the
God would provide His perfect Lamb as our redeeming sacrifice. The myrrh, used for burial preparation,
was an extremely valuable confirmation of His earthly purpose (John 19:39).
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Earth: God created everything that is; Jesus created the heavens and the
Earth (Gen.1:1; John 1:1-5). God created the earth on the first day and proclaimed peace over it on Jesus’
birthday when God became man to reconcile man to Himself.
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Eaten Apple: God gave us rules to live by, to protect us from potential
danger and to make our lives full of purpose and peace—to be intimate and constantly close to God Himself
for the fullness of His blessing, protection and provision. The human race decided to do things our own
way, not staying close to God, under God’s protective umbrella. The eaten apple reminds us of our pride
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and disobedience (sin) against God and the pain and destruction that continues to cause throughout history
(Gen. 3:2-6). What is your choice—your way (death) or God’s way (life) – Joshua 24:15; Romans 6:23.
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Cross: The cross is the purpose and ultimate accomplishment of Jesus’
coming to Earth as a man (John 3:17) and He did this voluntarily—no one could force God to humble
Himself and die (Phil. 2:8). Because we chose to do things our way, not God’s way, He went through that
horrid torture and death because He wanted us to have one last chance to be in heaven with Him eternally
(John 19:30). He paid with His life the debt we could not pay (Rom. 3:22-25).
Remember Jesus in Christmas – Noah & the Ark: Gen. 6-9 reminds us that man is desperately wicked by
himself and that though God is patient and long suffering in holding off judgment for rebellion and
wickedness, He will not wait forever—each man must himself choose to turn to God before death (which can
come at any time) or be eternally in suffering. (The way of salvation: Rom. 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9-10)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Nail: God came to Earth in the form of a man, Immanuel (“God with us”)
was born to a young virgin. Jesus gave up His position as Creator God to come to Earth and show us how
to really live, to pay our debt of death for sin and to give us eternal life. Only God can redeem man through
perfect, sinless sacrifice for us. (Ps. 49:7-15; 1 Cor. 15:22; John 14:6)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The House: The fully God, fully man Jesus tells us to remember who He is and
to keep our priorities straight. In Matt. 6:25-34, He reminds us that He will provide for us at the proper
time, if we will just ask and allow Him to do what is best every moment of our lives, in joy and pain. By
seeking His will above all and truly trusting Jesus, we will have contentment, peace and joy beyond
circumstances (Rom. 8:26-28).
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Fish, Pole and Basket: Jesus fed thousands of people, meeting their needs
as He spoke to them about their condition and eternal choice. For many, the worldly food was all they
wanted, they did not want God, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, or eternal life that He offers. (Jn 6:66) Jesus
showed that He is the source of all our needs. He demonstrated a fraction of His awesome person, potential,
and power in this miracle. (Matt. 15:32-39)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Angels: The angels praised God and told men of miracle born on that
first Christmas night. (Luke 2:13-15; Psalm 91:11)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Escape to Egypt: All through scripture we are told to trust in God. Mary,
Joseph and Jesus escaped to Egypt just before baby boys, two years old and younger, were slaughtered in
Bethlehem – Jesus was protected. Whether or not the family suspected such horror, God made their need to
escape known. They trusted and obeyed. God is sufficient for ALL our needs. (Ps. 56:3-4, Rom. 8:28)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Soldier: As soldiers of Christ, we must put on His armor (Eph. 6:10-18)
and stand firm in His truth against a seducing world that at times looks great on the outside but results in
death (2 Tim. 2:3-7). We must choose moment to moment who we will serve because that determines our
eternal destiny. (Joshua 24:15)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Candy Cane: A Christian candy maker wanted to glorify God with his
gifts and talents and turn eyes and hearts to Jesus at Christmas, so he made a candy cane: Hard to remind us
that God Himself is unchanging and that God’s promises are everlasting and absolute [Ps. 33:11; James 1:17;
1 Kings 8:56; Rev. 22:13]; white for the purity of Jesus’ sinless life – the necessary requirement to pay for our
sin by His death; [the final atonement and Passover Lamb – Isa. 53; Ps. 22:14-18; Eph. 2:4-5; Heb. 10:10]; a
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broad red stripe for the blood He shed at the cross as payment for our sins [Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 5:8-9; 1 Peter
3:18]; thin red stripes for His lashing (Isa. 53:4-5); formed in the shape of a “J” for the name “Jesus” and
because it is the shape of a shepherd’s crook, since Jesus is our holy, heavenly Good Shepherd [John 10:1115].
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Christmas candles and lights: Just as the Jewish holiday Hanukkah
celebrates the miracle of God’s provision of light, Jesus is the Eternal Light, come to Earth to show us how
to live God’s way, not our own, in protection, provision and blessing. (Isa. 9:2, 6-7; John 1:4-9. His glory is
brilliant and awesome and eternal (Rev. 21:11, 23). Understanding of spiritual truths is given by the Light
of the World to all who submit to Him and accept His gift. (Ps. 119:105; Isa. 53:11)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Green Beads: Green reminds us of living and growing plants, which give
us vital food and oxygen. Jesus is our source of eternal life and we need to depend on Him alone to sustain
us and give us life abundant and eternal. Our focus must be on Jesus alone – He is sufficient for our every
need so that we can grow in Him and serve Him well and faithfully. (John 10:10; 2 Peter 3:18)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The White beads and balls: White reminds us of the sinless perfection and life
of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 3:5) and of God’s requirement to give the finest and best of ourselves and all
God has given us to Him first (Ex. 23:19). Remember, it all belongs to Him (Lev. 1:3; Matt. 5:48).
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Red beads/bows/balls: We must remember the gift of sacrifice and life
given by God when He came to Earth as a man to pay the price of our disobedience (Heb. 9:12; Heb.
10:10). Jesus’ gift of His blood is our only hope in this life and our joyous anticipation for eternity. (Rom.
5:9; Rev. 1:5)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Horse: Jesus came to Earth the first time in humility, not as He truly is –
the Eternal Living God, but as a man to serve and as a Lamb to be sacrificed. When He soon returns, He
will come in glory, represented by returning on a powerful white horse, prepared for battle – in judgment
and in victory. Be ready to meet Him! (Rev. 19:11-14)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Pine Cone: The pine cone reminds us to plant seeds of God’s word and
promise wherever we are (Matt. 13:3-23). The battle belongs to the Lord and He will prepare hearts and
give us His words – we must be willing as He presents opportunities and not act on our own power and
motive.
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Bells: The bells call us to attention, joyfully. The bells were put on the
robe of the priests so that the people could hear the priest interceding for them in the Holy of Holies in the
temple (Ex. 28:33-34), and the bells were on the horses’ harnesses to sing praises to God (Zec. 14:20)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Oil Lamp: Even the story of Hanukkah and that celebration of God
bringing Light to the world points to our Savior and Messiah, Jesus. John 8:12-13 reports that Jesus again
spoke to them, saying, " I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but
will have the Light of life." Will you choose this day to live in His light, in His joy, protection and provision
or rely on your own strength and the darkness and lies of this world? (John 1:4)
Remember Jesus in Christmas – The Sand Dollar (Star Fish Skeleton) from Bermuda: This is a reminder of
God’s surprise blessings if we are willing to step out in faith and not lean on our own understanding
(Proverbs 3:5-10). Isaiah 30:18 says, “Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He
waits on high to have compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who
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long for Him.” This star-fish skeleton reminds us of a time when we were down to the bone of our finances
and worldly provision – retirement was gone, our cars were old, decrepit but functional and we were living
off of the Y2K stores we had put away. In the middle of our “trust” testing and training, God provided a
lay-over for Dennis in Bermuda. This trip required no money, no effort, just the willingness to step through
the doors that God opened. Dennis and I had a great time on the date God provided for us in Bermuda!
Remember Jesus in Christmas – Alaska Mukluks: The beauty and diversity of this world and the people in it
are powerful testimonies of the wonder and creativity of our Creator God. Phil. 2:8-11 says, “Being found
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and that EVERY TONGUE WILL CONFESS that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” Isaiah 45:23; Philippians 2:10-11 NASU
Remember Jesus in Christmas – Moses Parting the Red Sea: Have you ever been in a situation that seemed
impossible to solve? Moses and thousands of Israelites had the privilege of seeing God’s mighty hand at
work. Unfortunately, they forgot and Joshua had to challenge them, “If it is disagreeable in your sight to
serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers
served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me
and my house, we will serve the LORD." (Joshua 24:15 NASU) Ours is the God of the impossible (Matt.
19:26) – check with Him before you panic or react.

Remember Jesus in Christmas – Clown Fish: The clown fish reminds us of the normally unseen world of
wonder and beauty in the sea depths that we have been blessed to enjoy during our scuba diving – the
beautiful fish and coral, the massive whales that can travel from the surface to 5 miles deep, and more. This
pretty fish reminds us that God asks us to step out of our comfort and understanding, into unknown waters
to walk on the surface and experience the impossible or dive deep into His love and care, in total trust to see
and experience amazing wonders and the fullness of His unique plan and purpose for each person. God died
for you and has special plans and wonders specifically for YOU, His precious son or daughter. Don’t crawl
out of His hand. Accept His love and live under the umbrella of His plan, protection, provision, and
direction to experience joy beyond your wildest imaginations! (Matt. 14:22-33; Eph. 2:8-10)
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Who Will Love the Son?
A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection,
from Monet and Picasso to Raphael and Van Gogh. They would often sit together and admire the great works
of art.
When war broke out, the son went to serve. He was an average man, not well known, but he gave his
all for the people around him. In this hazardous environment, this young man was killed. The father was
notified and grieved deeply for his only son.
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the
door with a large package in his hands. He said, “Sir, you don’t know me, but I’m the soldier for whom your son
gave his life. He saved many lives that day. He often talked about you, and your love of art. The young man
held out his package. “I know this isn’t much. I’m not a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you
to have this.”
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. The father
stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father
was so drawn to the painting that his eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and
offered to pay him for the picture.
“Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. This is a gift.”
The father hung the portrait over his mantle, taking down the great masterpiece already
there. Every time visitors came to his home, he took them to see the portrait of his son before
he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. The man died a few months
later.
There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing
the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their own collection. On the platform sat the
painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. “We will start the bidding with this picture of the son.
Who will bid for this picture?” There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, “We want to
see the famous paintings. Skip this one.” But the auctioneer persisted. “Will someone bid for this painting?
Who will start the bidding? $100? $200?” Another voice shouted angrily, “We didn’t come to see this painting.
We came to see the Van Goghs and the Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!” But still the auctioneer
continued. “The son! The son! Who will take the son?” Finally, a voice came from way at the back. It was the
long-time friend and gardener of the man and his son. “I knew and loved the father and his son. I’ll give what I
have for the painting, but it is only $10.00.” Being a poor man, it was all he had.
“We have $10. Who will bid $20?”, said the auctioneer.
“Give it to him for $10. Let’s see the masters!” cried the crowd.
$10 is the bid, won’t someone bid $20? The crowd became angrier. They didn’t
want the picture of the son. They wanted the famous, prestigious paintings for their
collections. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. “Going once, going twice, SOLD for
$10!”
A man sitting in the second row shouted, “Now let’s get on with the collection!”
The auctioneer laid down his gavel. “I’m sorry, the auction is over.”
“What?”, the crowd gasped. “What about the masters?” they asked.
“When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told that only the
painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever wanted the son would inherit the entire estate,
including the art collection. The man who loves and desires the son gets everything.”
God gave His only Son 2,000 years ago to die on a cruel cross, to pay our debt and to
give us life eternal. Much like the auctioneer, His message today is, “My Son, My Son, who will
honor My Son?” You see, whoever accepts the Son gets everything.
May your focus on the Reason for the Season make your Christmas JOY last all year long!
Isa. 53:3-12; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; John 14:6

Yost Family Holiday “Christ Focus”

11

The Story of the Birds…
Adapted from Author Unknown, as told by Paul Harvey. “The Man and The Birds.”
manandthebirds.com. https://www.manandthebirds.com

There was a kind man. He was generous to his
family and upright in his dealings with other men. But he
was just not able to believe the incarnation story the Bible
told about and that he heard at church at Christmas, about God
coming to Earth as a man to show us His love and how to live. It didn’t make sense to him
and he was too honest to pretend otherwise.
“I am truly sorry,” he told his wife, “but I am not going to church with you this Christmas Eve.
I would much rather stay home.” Shortly after his wife and children drove away, snow began to fall.
He went to the window to watch the flurries swirling about. Then he sat down by the fireside and began
to read his newspaper.
Soon he was startled by a thudding sound and then another and another. He thought,
“Somebody must be throwing snowballs against the living room window.” When he went to the front
door to investigate, he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow. They had been caught in
the storm and in desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly through his front window.
He couldn’t let the poor creatures lie there and freeze. He felt he had to do
something. He remembered the barn where his children stabled their pony. That
would provide a warm, cozy shelter for these birds and there would be plenty
for them to eat – if he could just direct the birds to it.
He put on his coat and boots and tramped through the deep snow to
the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on the lights, but the birds
would not come in out of the raging storm. He through food would entice
them to enter the protection and warmth of the barn. He sprinkled bread
crumbs on the snow, making a trail to the open doorway. But the birds ignored the bread crumbs and
continued to flop around helplessly in the snow storm. He tried catching them. He tried shooing them.
He tried chasing them into the barn by walking around them and waving his arms. Instead of moving
toward the refuge awaiting them, they scattered in every direction, away from the warm, lighted barn.
Any move he made tended to frighten and confuse them. They would not follow him and they would not
be led.
Then the man realized that they were afraid of him. “To them,” he reasoned, “I
am a huge, strange, terrifying creature. If only I could think of some way to let them
know what I can offer and that they can trust me. But how? If only I could be a bird”,
he thought, “and could mingle with them and speak their language, I could tell them
not to be afraid and I could show them the way to the safe, warm, food-filled barn. If
only I were one of them, they could see, hear, understand and live.”
At that moment, the church bells began to ring. The sound reached the man’s
ears above the sound of the wind and he stood listening to the bells peal “O Come, All Ye Faithful”.
Listening to the bells sounding out the glad tidings of Christmas, he suddenly understood why there
was Christmas and he sank to his knees in the snow.
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.
John 3:17

